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POETRY has this much, at least, in common with religion, that
its standards were fixed long ago, by certain inspired writers,
whose authority it is no longer lawful to call in question ; and
that many profess to be entirely devoted to it, who have no
good works to produce in support of their pretensions. The
catholic poetical church, too, has worked but few miracles
since the first ages of its establishment; and has been more
prolific, for a long time, of Doctors, than of Saints : it has
had its corruptions and reformation also, and has given birth
to an infinite variety of heresies and errors, the followers of
which have hated and persecuted each other as cordially as
other bigots.

The author who is now before us, belongs to a sect of poets,
that has established itself in this country within these ten or
twelve years, and is looked upon, we believe, as one of its chief
champions and apostles. The peculiar doctrines of this sect,
it would not, perhaps, be very easy to explain ; but, that they
are dissenters from the established systems in poetry and
criticism, is admitted, and proved indeed, by the whole tenor
of their compositions. Though they lay claim, we believe,
to a creed and a revelation of their own, there can be little
doubt, that their doctrines are of German origin, and have
been derived from some of the great modern reformers in that
country. Some of their leading principles, indeed, are probably
of an earlier date, and seem to have been borrowed from the
great apostle of Geneva. As Mr. Southey is the first author,
of this persuasion, that has yet been brought before us for
judgment, we cannot discharge our inquisitorial office con-
scientiously, without premising a few words upon the nature
and tendency of the tenets he has helped to promulgate.

The disciples of this school boast much of its originality,
and seem to value themselves very highly, for having broken
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